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Overview and Rationale

Students will be able to better understand the First Amendment and their rights as students and citizens.

Goals for Understanding

· Essential Question 

· What rights do people have as U.S. citizens?

· Critical Engagement Questions 

· What rights do student journalists have under the First Amendment? 

· What are some misconceptions about what is 'illegal'?

· How does the language used in the First Amendment impede our understanding of it?

· Are the protections of the First Amendment too strong?

Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1 (One 45-minute class)

· Distribute copies of the First Amendment to students. Without any discussion, have students read it and paraphrase what it means to them. Have students read their definitions aloud.

· Next, distribute a handout (attached) of 10 scenarios that the students will answer YES or NO to, regarding their perceived protection under the First Amendment.

· Have students meet in groups and discuss their answers.  Do all students agree?

· Reveal the correct answers after a discussion of each scenario. Where did the students' misconceptions lie? How does society influence what we deem as patriotic?

Activity 2 (One 45-minute class)

· Bell Ringer: Name one thing you learned that you could do under the protection of the First Amendment that you didn't know you could do before. Are the protections of the First Amendment too strong? (Discuss answers)

· After a brief discussion, translate and dissect the language in the First Amendment and our rights of freedom of speech and press. Give background to the historical context of the First Amendment and cases where journalists First Amendment rights were violated. 

· Discuss the different elements of two famous media law cases that effect students: Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeirer and Tinker v. Des Moines .

Assessment (One 45-minute class)

Have students maker a colorful poster displaying their translated version of the First Amendment in their own "language" that their peers would easily understand. Students can include things mentioned in the scenarios,  or other examples that may affect students in that school. Tell students they will be graded on 4 factors (25% each): creativity, attractiveness, clarity, and accuracy of full interpretation. Be sure to "publish" the posters on your classroom walls.

References

www.splc.org

www.firstamendmentcenter.org
HANDOUT # 1 

Directions: Circle YES or NO

1. Flag burning is protected by the First Amendment. YES or NO

2. Burning a cross on your own yard may be protected by the First Amendment. YES or NO 

3. Under the U.S. Supreme Court, student journalists can encourage a walkout on a specifically planned date and time. YES or NO

4. Using a bullhorn at the Presidential Inaugation to yell "Bush Sucks" is is protected by the First Amendment. YES or NO

5. Protesting after school against the removal of soda machines on the public sidewalk in front of your school is protected by the First Amendment. YES or NO 

6. Burning a cross on your neighbor's yard is protected by the First Amendment. YES or NO 

7. Under the First Amendment's Hazelwood case, a school newspaper has a right to publish a story on a teacher with AIDS, even if the principal disapproves. YES or NO

8. Under the First Amendment a student has the right to verbally attack a teacher on school grounds. YES or NO

9. Teenagers have the right to purchase rap CD's containing explicit lyrics under the First Amendment. YES or NO

10. Protesting in your school's parking lot against the removal of soda machines is protected by the First Amendment. YES or NO 

ANSWER KEY:

1. Yes

2. Yes

3. No

4. Yes

5. Yes

6. No

7. No

8. No

9. No

10. No

